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SU8..JECT: .ersian Gulf Policy: State of Play and 
Next Steps 

J~ne 3 .RG thoroughly reviewed .ilitery and diplomatic actions 
and plan. folloving OD last Priday' •• SPG. Following is a 
summary of vhere .we stand and what needs to be done over the next 
ten days. 

Stat. of Play 

Military Planning: 

The first ship ~ be certified for reflag9ing vill ~ ready on 14 
June., The others will then be ready at the rate of tWb.~:a:\_ek. . 
None will be flagged until we are ready to protect an~~.pproval 
1. given ~y .SC, DOD and State. Ro one should Bay ~h~ffir.t ship 
viII be flagged on 14 June. It is not fla.gged un'til we say flag 
~ Coast Guard and Kuwait. underatand this. 

. . 

The JCS concept i. to have two transits a week -- one east and 
one west. 'Up to 4 sbips per convoy. 'l'wo US ships vill escort 
each convoy operating within a lO~ile radius. Other'~S ships 
VIII patrol the route to pr.ovide AWACS downlink, C2, etc. At 
pre.ent ve bave 5 combatants ~ere 'plus Lasalle) vith 3 more to 
come by 1 July. All ships will be Phalanx-equippe~ by 3 July. 

A guided .i •• ile cruiser has ioifted MIDIASTrOR and'there viii be 
a cruiser there permanently in addition to 7 ~.stroyer. and 
fr19.~es (plus, Lasalle). JCS plan'to as.ign an AEGIS cruiser to ~ 
tbe ';'force -periodically·, bat deta'its o~ dates and length of 

.' assl'gft.ent are lackin9. 'Ibis is 'an, important issue which needs (. 
. ~~ be clarified S~ ~ll concerned bave.a CORnOft under_tanding of ~ 
~~~:is actually p~anned. 7be current,JCS position appears 

~"'so_what leaa sapportiv. of AEGIS .aslg.-ent than tbe position t 
reflected by,AdDairal Crowe at, l.st week's MSrG.... ",q 0 

\-z.-tI\--\~ JCS and CINCCBRr want air cover for twelve-hour transit of 
Stra~t, to inclade protection against possible surface and air 

•• 1 ••• 'S: ' '., If- ,V~ ,...,..",~e4 1" 
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attack and capability 'to hit liltwor. sttes. JCS would prefer 
that this be provided by land-based air, even when a carrier Is 
present in the Arabian Sea, but the carrier can, of course, 
support' thw requirement, tf nece •• ary, during the seven .~nth& of 
th., yedr, when one ia scheduled to be ln the Indian Ocean. 

'Durl ,the re_in f va will be 

t AWAC'., a 
vill frov)de coverage Gulf. 8~ralt and potentia' 
deployment sites in ,Iran, preferably by uae of Saudi AWAC's 
.u9~nted by US personnel. Oae of two additional USAF ANAC's ia 
fallback. Use of USAF tankers reqgired for either alternative. 
Tbe Secretary of Defen.e will .ake theae requests to Saudi MOD 
Sultan t.oday. When he gets an answer, JCS and CEN'i'CON will· be 
able to proceed with plannln9. SIGIR'J', satellite and P-3 coverage 
of Strait and Gulf viii alao be increased. 

Reali.tie allied .tlitar, objectlve in Gulf would be variety of 
separate, visible oper.tion.~ l008ely linked by informal 

bi ana 

Diplomatic and public Itrat!IY: 

We agreed at the PRG ~bat we neeel to do • bet.ter job of 
public and Copgress and other governaents on our ~'ft.,~.~ 
ending or .~lea.t cootainin, the Iran-Irag war. 
*xpanaioo of the war [Doreaaes the tbreat of Iranian ne~;ea 
~ver the Gulf Arabs, endaagers free acceS8 to the energy 
resClurees upon which the "at depends, and creates OPDQlrtl:." 
t(lr .expanslon of Soviet iaflue.c". 'these are the - ......... 't::llfI!.t'~ 
'resident and George Shalt •• hoG~ empbasize at Yen ice -­
,fl:rn support frOID the allies for strong Ulise actlon, public 
reaffirmation of t::Duir yj~l .• take in the Gulf region (draft 
summit statement alr.a4y circulated' and tangible con~ributtoR. 
to overall effort. 

We do not need allied '.tl1tar,r cooperation'tCt protect a 'limited 
r.~rn.be1" Cif e::-lCuwaiti UD'er US flag and our own naval role·. 
=. S • ... rv aaodeat than uDderstood. Rowever. to achieve 
lzport::.nt common ing tbe var fro.·spreadlng 
~nd Iran from Gee atatea, as well as prevent-
lng serious .international) collcerna .&;out ... , .... 
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,,~l h~d cohesl"n and cOlllllOn determlnation, each qovernment neE'd~ 
t·. do sCimethinq ~re -- or IIOre visible -- than it is present 1 y -
cCl~9. In some cases (Br~t.in and Francet, this means simply 
h19t1i,hting and co<~rdin~tin, e.l.tin, naval activities in and 
near tb~ Gulf, for otbers, such a. the Italians, Dutch and 
Canadians, lt could .ean an occ •• tonal naval deployment to th~ 
Gulf. Fc,J ..lapan and raG it could _an 8011e font of financial 
c-N:tributic.n. We clon't need to .sk for "uch, small steps by each -
.Gf th. allies tailored to thetr own needs and interests can ddd 
~up ~{J the effective overall'polttlca1 .ea.aqe which is need~d. 

"ublic and cliploaatlc activity in suppOrt of .trong UNSC actionlt 
tv ~nd the war, in reducing fow of arM. to Iran, in bolsterinq 
r..vrale CIt GCC ,and in urging Iran to cease terrorisml intimid;lt i ,","I 
attacks Cln neutral ships should be easier to qet than militnry 
~ctl~n and are a180 very important • 

Next Steps 

"llltary .1annin,1 

Cap Weinberger .. et. with .rince Sultan in Nice today to prp.S$ 
t~r Saudi r-lS quick reaction support and extended AWACS covcraqe 
(with the Sau4is taking tbe lead in obtaining overfli9ht 
clc.s.rances frOID the UAB and OIIan'.' DOD and Jes have provided 
State with a list of specific requests to fClllow up on lhe 
Pcesident's ..... ge. to Gee he.da of .tate last veekend. ~he 
~equest. are fairly ~dest at this atage with (with the except!Cln 
~f the isaue of ~ACAIR basing in UAB): much will depend on hClw 
lI'u("h ,upport t.he Saudis at'e vUring to prc)vidp.. 

-0 
We vill ask the Omanis for search and r.scue (SAR, assiatance. 
Our pitch to the UAK will he for SAR aid, continued commercial 
refu.,ling, .nd basing of ~ACAIa. W.'ll ask the Bahrainis ffJr 
cOlllmetC'i.1 refueling, SAR, and a communications facility f(,lr 
MIDEASTFOR. And we plan to reque.t that Kuwait provido SO~Q 
11m1ted .upport Cfast. patrol boata, for convoys near .uwaiti 
watera, gratia fuel for HIDEASTFOa (wbich the GOK has already 
aqr~ed tol, and It_ited air support for convoys in the n~rthern 
CUll. "S soc,n as Cap has reporte~ the results of his dlscur.nic.n 
With Sultan, I,tate will trans.it follow-up me ••• C)e. to ot.hr·r Gee 
c-apitalE (t.he GCC foreign .lnisters ~et in Jeddab on June 6 t~ 
e~nlider th~ ,eneral que.tion of cooperating on the security of 
Gulf shipping'. 

r-:~litary .nd finaneial sU9gestions for alUm; will be includ"d ill 
Presidential letter to be sent you today for clearance and'· 
dellvered tomorrow. 

_ e •••• -Ie, SEeREf 
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At thu paG, JCS was tasked to proVide a date by which an AEG1S 
C'rUlser wCluld join KIDEASTrOR, and _DOD will ensurE" that: 
:.nt!lliqcmce collection on SilJc:woRl~pments and lact.ical 
~~r warni nattonal priority. 11IIIIIIII 

appears to be radar c~ 
... ,·r rs t. at Silkwona site at Kubestak. 

NSC. State and DOD are ~rkin, up.recommendations on what aore we 
should c.y to Iran about emplacement of aissiles, as well as 
lnternal plans on specific action recommendations should missiles 
be •• placed, test-firea; or used .s. 'us or otber ships. 

.Dl,loaat~c and P~bliC Strategy: 
. . 

Presidential .. asages to allied capitals will go tomorrow tt, 
prepar. the ground for tbe approaches that the President ant! 
Ge~rqe Shult% will make at Venice. Mike Armacost will call in 
the Sov~et and Chinese Ambassadors tomorrow to lobby tor 
cco~ration at tbe UMSC arid push Operation Slaunch. DO() and 
State have begun work on the report to Con9res~ which will be due 
Within ~even days of enactlDent o.f the Foley-Michel amendment c·r 
s~me variation thereof. ~his is hUDg up in Senate battle over 
m~re restrictive, conditional language bot we want to be ready. 
4C~lin t~sked preparation of a detailed out~ine by OOB Friday.) 
This will be t~e centerpiece of oar:~pngreaaional and public . 
di.pl~macy e~fort. over ~he next. couple weeks -- we need to em.ure 
that it is a comprehensive, ti .. ly, high-quality product. 

St.t~ ba. also.been tasked vitti preparation of a draft demarche 
t.e:" Iran, which We would tran .. it when we begin lo imple_nt the 
Kuwaiti protection regiae. fte •• sage VDuld ~pell out our 
determination to protect US flag shipping, spell out how ~ 
intend t.o proceed so there will be no .isunderstanding or 
accidental incident., an4 indicate what we would 'consider 10 De 
unacceptable, dangerous actlon. by Iranian armed forcea or 
aevc"lutionary Guard. (e.g. overly cloae approach to US ships, 
deployaaent/u.. of Silkwona, e'tC ••• 

,,\~. 
811~COekell concurs. 

Office of the Secn:wry of Defense S (.p5'{ I 5<; L 
Chief, RDD, ESD, \VHS <t" 
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